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Introduction 
 

This is an update to the Correctional Health Services (CHS) COVID-19 Response Plan 
dated March 13, 2020 (herein, Response Plan). This plan replaces prior guidelines for 
testing individuals incarcerated in the Los Angeles County (LAC) jails and will remain in 
place until further notice.  
 
Background 
 
In early February 2020, CHS began to prepare for the potential future transmission of 
COVID-19 in the LAC jails. COVID-19 is the disease caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
and is the source of the current global pandemic. Correctional and detention facilities 
face unique challenges controlling the spread of this and other communicable diseases. 
As part of its February plan, CHS and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
(LASD) implemented infection control measures to prevent COVID-19 from entering the 
jails. In March 2020, the agencies enhanced this plan with increased screening criteria, 
source control and sanitation measures designed to further delay the transmission and 
spread of COVID-19 in the jails. These were effective in delaying the first case, but like 
a majority of other reporting correctional facilities in the U.S., COVID-19 is now in our 
facilities. This updated plan demonstrates the CHS testing strategy, which aims to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the jails by testing all individuals and isolating 
positive cases. 

  
Plan Update 
 
As of April 30, 2020, CHS screens and offers COVID-19 tests to all individuals in the 
LAC jails at the Reception Centers, which are the point-of-entry into the jails for new 
arrestees. 

1. In a continuance of the existing Response Plan, patients with signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19 during the arrest process are tested at intake.  

a. These symptomatic patients are not allowed into the facility and are kept 
at a minimum six (6) feet of distance from other arrestees in the outside 
transportation areas of the jails until they are masked and triaged by 
nursing staff wearing appropriate PPE. After nursing staff completes the 
assessment, the patient is placed in isolation and a COVID-19 test is 
conducted.  

 
2. All asymptomatic patients are screened and offered testing at intake. 

a. Patients without signs and symptoms of COVID-19 may enter the facility 
for medical triage, assessment and testing by nursing staff. After a 
specimen is collected and the appropriate referrals are placed, the patient 



 

 

is housed, in designated areas when possible, until test results are 
received.  

All patients who were already housed in a LAC jail prior to April 30, 2020 are being 
offered testing. 
 

1. In a continuance of the Response Plan, all patients who become symptomatic for 
COVID-19 in the housing units are masked, isolated and tested.  
 

2. Additionally, now, all asymptomatic patients already housed in the LAC jails will 
be tested according to the following schedule. This testing schedule prioritizes 
testing for our populations who are at greater risk of severe disease:  
 
 

Priority  Location Testing dates (2020) 

1 Correctional Treatment Facility (CTC)  May 11-12 

2 Men’s Central Jail (MCJ)  9300, 9400, 9500  May 12 

3 MCJ (5700 and 5800) May 13-15 

4 TTCF I and II (HOH) May 13-15 

5 CRDF and MCJ MOSH (2000, 2100) May 18-22 

6 NCCF (buildings 700, 600, 800, 900, and 500) May 25-29 

7  Pitchess Detention Center (PDC) South 
(barracks A, B, H) and (barracks K and M) 

June 1-2 

8 PDC North  June 3-4 

9 Offer tests to individuals who previously 
declined  

June 8-10 

10  Re-test a random 10% of individuals with a 
negative result in the first round of testing 

Week of June 22 

 
Other patients to be tested include: 
 

1. Individuals at pre-release going to congregate living settings or those going to a 
program requiring a COVID-19 test. 

 
2. Individuals housed in modules that are under quarantine. 

a. All individuals under quarantine are tested once at the time a housing unit 
goes under quaratine. 

b. After 14-days, a random sample of 10% of negative cases are re-tested.  
i. If there are no positives in the re-test sample, the quarantine is 

lifted. 
ii. If one or more positive cases are found, then all individuals with a 

negative test in that quarantine unit are tested again, with positive 
cases moved to isolation and the testing sample repeated in 14-
days until which time there are no positive cases. 

 
Isolation, quarantine and treatment follows the guidelines in the Response Plan. 

 

1. Patients with a positive test result are masked and moved to isolation housing for 
a minimum of 10 days from the onset of symptoms, plus an additional three (3) 



 

 

days of being asymptomaic. Their original housing unit is placed under 
quarantine.  It is recommended that quarantine modules be able to allow for 
physical distancing. 

 

2. Individuals who refuse testing maybe be placed under quarantine for 14-days. 
 

3. Patients with mild cases of the disease may be treated by CHS in the 
correctional facilities. 

 
4. Patients with moderate to severe COVID-19 may be transported to a hospital for 

higher level of care. 
  

Conclusion: 
 

CHS continues its advanced infection and source control strategies, as well as other 
measures previously outlined in its original plan. 
 


